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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kochanski, U.S. Patent 5,512,934. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Kochanski discloses a method for transmitting a work to a a 
client which comprises steps of: 

saving at least a portion of the work for a first period of time [col. 8, 16-30, also 
see col. 7, 33-36]; 

receiving a request for the work from the client [col. 7, 64-66]; 

transmitting a time-scale modified version of the saved portion of the work for a 
second period of time, wherein the second period of time is substantially equal to a time 
it takes for the time-scale modified version to synchronize with the work, had the work 
been transmitted from a start of the first period [referring to Figs. 2, 3, and col. 2, 34- 
49, a first viewer receives a time-scale modified first feed, until it synchronizes 
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("clump[s]" with a second feed which has been transmitting at regular speed 
since when the first feed began.]; and 

transmitting the work starting at the synchronized point ["clumped" feed is 
transmitted when synchronization is achieved, col. 2, 46-49]. 

4. Regarding claim 3, Kochanski discloses a method of presenting a work that 
comprises steps of: 

receiving and saving at least a portion of a work [col. 7, 33-45; col. 8, 16-30]; 

receiving a request to present the work from a user [col. 7, 47-55 and 64-66]; 

presenting a time-scale modified version of the saved portion of the work for a 
period of time, wherein the period of time is substantially equal to a time it takes for the 
time-scale modified version to synchronize with the work, had the work been presented 
at a received presentation rate from a start of the time that saving began [referring to 
Figs. 2, 3, and col. 2, 34-49, a first viewer receives a time-scale modified first feed, 
until it synchronizes ("clump[s]" with a second feed which has been transmitting 
at regular speed since when the first feed began.]; and 

presenting the work at the received presentation rate [after synchronization of 
multiple streams, the work is presented using a single video feed at the received 
presentation rate, Fig. 3; col. 2, 34-49; col. 4, 25-38]. 
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5. Regarding claim 4, Kochanski discloses a method wherein the step of presenting 
a time-scale modified version comprises generating a time-scale modified version, and 
presenting the version [see Figs. 2, 3, and col. 2, 34-49]. 

6. Regarding claim 5, Kochanski discloses a method for transmitting information to 
a client which comprises the steps of: 

receiving a request for information from a client after a predetermined starting 
time [col. 7, 47-55]; 

transmitting a first time-scale modified version of a first portion of the information 
for a first period of time; 

transmitting a second time-scale modified version of a second portion of the 
information for a second period of time; and 

transmitting a third portion of the information [through "clumping", a client may 
receive a first, second, and third portion of a work in successive time periods via 
different TSM versions. For example, Fig. 3 shows the feed to viewer 3 in three 
different TSMs, first slower, then faster, then slower as viewer 3's feed is merged 
with those of viewers 1 and 2. Also see Fig. 2 and col. 4, 25-37]. 

7. Regarding claim 6, Kochanski discloses a method wherein a presentation rate of 
the first time-scale modified version is different from a presentation rate of the second 
time-scale modified version. [Figs. 2 and 3; col. 7, 43-48]. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

8. The followir^g is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 7, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kochanski as cited above in view of Zetts, US 6,378,129. 

10. Regarding claim 2, the method disclosed by Kochanski does not specifically 
discuss multiple works. However, Zetts does disclose a system for synchronizing video 
transmissions involving a multiplicity of works. [Fig. 2 and col. 5 disclose a system 
handling multiple videos]. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to use 
the method of Kochanski to a playlist having multiple videos and timing information, in 
order to present a sequence of video clips seamlessly, without unreasonable gaps 
between segments. One would also be motivated to combine Kochanski and Zetts to 
allow the use of multiple servers to accurately synchronize video content from two or 
more servers, allowing feeds to be substituted in case one or more streams are 
interrupted [col. 3, 12-32]. 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 7, the combination of Kochansl<i and Zetts teaclies a method for 
broadcasting information to a client which comprises steps of: 

generating a time-scale modified version of at least a portion of a second work 
[Kochanski, Fig. 4 shows video playbacl< devices that generate time-scale 
modified feeds; cols. 7 and 8; Zetts describes showing a second work, cols. 5-6, 
14-13]; 

broadcasting a first work to the client, which first work ends at an ending time 
[Zetts; works in playlist end after the start time (fourth column of Fig. 2) plus the 
duration (column 7 of Fig. 2)]; 

broadcasting the second work starting at a predetermined time, wherein the 
ending time is at, before, or after the predetermined time [Zetts, Fig. 2; cols. 5-6, 29-4]; 

broadcasting the time-scale modified version of the at least a portion of the 
second work for predetermined periods of time at further predetermined starting times 
[Kochanski teaches transmitting time-scale modified version of a work; Zetts 
shows different versions of a second work being started at predetermined times, 
in order to synchronize with the end a first work and present seamless video 
segments, cols. 5-6, lines 14-13]; 

and broadcasting the time-scale modified version at one of the further 
predetermined starting times to the client for one of the predetermined periods of time 
and thereafter, broadcasting the second work to the client [in Kochanski, referring to 
Figs. 2, 3, and col. 2, 34-49, a first viewer receives a time-scale modified first feed, 
until it synchronizes ("clump[s]") with a second feed which has been transmitting 
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at regular speed since the first feed began. Zetts teaches the concept of playing a 
second work at a predetermined time at Fig. 2 and cols. 5-6, lines 29-4]. 

12. Regarding claim 8, the combination of Kochanski and Zetts teaches a method 
wherein the predetermined periods of time are substantially equal to time intervals for 
the time-scale modified version broadcast at the further predetermined starting times to 
synchronize with the second work being broadcast. [Kochanski teaches transmitting 
time-scale modified version of a work; Zetts shows different versions of a second 
work being started at predetermined times, in order to synchronize with the end a 
first work and present seamless video segments, cols. 5-6, lines 14-13]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 3. Claims 9-1 4 are allowed, because the prior art does not disclose the specific 
elements recited in claim 9. In particular, elements involving the "leader duration 
determiner", "leader streamer", "leader re-broadcast interval" and "leader multicaster" 
are not anticipated in the prior art. While the overall system has analogous prior art, 
including Kochanski and Zetts as cited above, the details of the method render claim 9 
allowable. Claims 1 0-14 are allowed because they depend from claim 9. 

14. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ganeket al., US 5,724,646; Chou, US 2004/0049793. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy R. Newlin whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3015. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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